FDA Commissioner
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RE: Docket No. OOD-1598

Dear FDA:I am extremely concerned about your proposed guidelines for the voluntary labelling of
genetically engineered (GE) foods. Opinion polls state clearly that the majority of Americans want
MANDATORY LABELLING. The FDA should be taking amore precautionary approach to this enw
technology, as are the governments of the European Union, New Zealand, and Japan.

There has been AMPLE EVIDENCE SUBMITTED TO THE FDA REVEALING THAT
GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS ARE _NOT__ “SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT"

TO NON-GENETICALLY ENGINERED FOODS, THAT THERE ARENUMEROUSHEALTHAND
ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS. Species boundaries are crossed and NEW, POTENTIALLY-TOXIC
PROTEINS ARE CREATED.

WE ARE EATING EXPERIMENTAL FOOD NEVER BEFORE CONSUEMD IN THE HISTORY OF
MANKIND —

YOU DO NOT EVEN REQUIRE THE BASIC TESTING GIVEN TO FOOD ADDITIVES.
WE WANT SAFETY TESTING OF G-E FOODS DONE BY IMPARTIAL SCIENTISTS,
NOT THOSE WITHIN THE COMPANIES WHO PRODUCE THEM,

BEFORE THEY ARE BROUGHT TO MARKET..

FDA;SVOLUNTARY GUIDELINES ARE UNACCEPTABLE, since we all know

Theindustry will NOT chooseto label thisfood.. LABELSMUST BE REQUIRED SO WE CAN
HAVE A CHOICE IN WHAT WE EAT.!

LABELLINGWILL ALSO SERVE TO PROTECT US from potential health effects which COULD BE
TRACED ONLY IF GE FOODSARE IDENTIFIED.

Recently, both the E.U./U.S. Biotechnology consultative Forum and the Consumer Federation of America

Recommended MANDATORY LABELLING OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS.

THE FDA SHOULD HEED THISAND STOP WORKING ON BEHALF OF THE MANUFACTURERS
OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS.

Instead, PLEASE WORK FOR THE AMERICAN PUBLIC, YOURACTUAL CONSTITUENCH.WE

WANT GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOODS TO BE TESTED AND LABELLED! !'!'!

Sincerely,

g0oD_1558 ¢ 72151
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